
An important item on the agenda of the AGM in April 

was the announcement of the 2007 Young Ringer of 

the Year. This is the trophy and award given, in 

memory of Leslie Boumphrey, to the ringer under 21 

who is deemed to have made most progress and gen-

erally been an asset to his/her tower. This year’s wor-

thy winner was James Peacock (18) who rings at Wig-

ton. In the past year James has started to conduct 

and to help teach beginners. He has instigated 

classes in handbell ringing and has just been made 

Deputy Ringing Master at Wigton. James and his 

father, Roger, started to ring when the family moved 

to Wigton five years ago and in his speech of thanks 

James remarked that learning to ring had been a 

great help to them both in settling down in this area. 

His mother has now followed the good example of her 

men folk and is also learning to ring. 

 

It is the second year running that a Wigton tower member has won the Young 

Ringers’ Award; James takes the trophy over from fellow sixth former, Fi Tel-

ford.        Wendy Graham 

 

If you or your tower have 
any items of news for the 
February issue they can be 
posted or emailed to Anne 
East, 65 Scotby Road 
Scotby, Carlisle CA4 8BG  
aeast65sr@btinternet.com 

    

DatesDatesDatesDates    

Guild Dinner 

11 October 2008  

The Castle Inn,  

Bassenthwaite 

 

Guild Ringing meeting 

10 January 2009 

Workington 

 

Training Day 

7 February 2009 

Whitehaven area 

 

Surprise practices 

Check out the date on 

your tower notice board 

and on page 3 of this 

newsletter. 

 

Branch practices 

Please support your 

monthly branch ringing 

practices. They are 

meant for all of us! 

 

 
Guild badges 

The new stock of Guild 

badges arrived re-

cently. They can be had 

from Pat Evans or Sue 

Smith. The cost is £2 

each. Several towers 

present badges to their 

new members when 

they are elected to join 

the Guild. 

being planned and quar-

ters can be arranged.  

If anyone wishes to take 

part please contact ei-

ther Jack, or Pat Evans 

SOON. We already have 

a number of volunteers 

who are willing to offer 

a bed for two nights, but 

if anyone else would 

like to host a visitor 

please let us know. 

 

Jack Mc Tear 

2008 is the 30th anni-

versary of the installa-

tion of the original ten 

bells of St James’, 

Whitehaven. Seven of 

the bells were gifted by 

the bishop of Derby, 

having previously hung 

in the church of St Alk-

munds, Derby. For a 

number of years the 

Whitehaven ringers 

hosted a peal weekend, 

which was enjoyed by 

both Carlisle D G and 

Derby D A ringers, but 

that was abandoned 

after the death of Gordon 

Halls, of Derby. 

This year, we propose to 

host a reunion of past 

guests and friends and to 

arrange a few peals, quar-

ter peals, or just tower 

grabs, and invite local 

ringers to take part. The 

event will take place on 

the weekend of 31st Octo-

ber to 2nd November, 

with the possibility of 

peals at Kendal, Dalton, 

and Whitehaven. A short 

tour of South Lakeland is 

Whitehaven Anniversary 

The Young Ringer AwardThe Young Ringer AwardThe Young Ringer AwardThe Young Ringer Award    

 

Welcome to Joshua Timothy Thornton, born on 5th July to Naomi and Charles. 

Charles is a ringer at Penrith. We look forward to seeing Joshua learning to ring 

in years to come! 

A Young Ringer for the future? 



Central Council Meeting 

50/50 Draw Winners! 

The Carlisle Diocesan Guild Striking Competition took place on 21 June at St Martin’s, Brampton. One might have hoped for a 

beautiful summer day but unfortunately the weather was awful! Nonetheless there was a commendable turnout of Guild ringers, 

some of whom had a round journey of over 90 miles. Everyone who came had a good time and enjoyed the ringing, the chat and 

the excellent tea in the ‘Tardis’ next to the church. 

The judge was Neville Parkin of Hexham, assisted by Jean Snook. We are very grateful to them for travelling to Brampton to 

listen to our efforts. Neville told us it was the most relaxed striking competition he had ever judged, with entries allowed on the 

day and very flexible rules. The flexibility makes for complicated judging but 

Neville explained how they had overcome this with an impressive formula!  

There were seven bands taking part, some ringing a doubles method and others 

call changes; the results were very close. The winners, Penrith, had entered a 

band for the first time ever and were thrilled with the result. 

 

 1. Penrith  91% 

 2. Brampton VI  89% 

 3. Wigton B  88% 

 4. Brampton Sethera 87% 

 5. Wigton A  85% 

 6. Warlecdon Warlicks  84% 

 7. Workington  80%  

Striking Competition 

The Bell Restoration Fund was boosted once again by £504, with an equal amount being given out as prizes to the lucky 

subscribers listed below. Most should have been paid by now, either from me or someone else in your tower who collected 

it for you. 

    

I couldn't do the first of the 2008/9 draws at the Striking Competition, (well done Penrith!), because I was at my daugh-

ter's wedding celebrations. So ........ if you haven't renewed yet, or want to get involved, there's still time! Tel. 01768 

483361. I look forward to hearing from you! 

Chris Ellison 

 

 2007 PRIZE WINNERS  (2 draws) 

 £12 Margaret Boumphrey (C);  Hazel Challands (G); Wendy Colclough (L) Chris Ellison (G) 

 £10 Ron East (C); Owen Northwood (C); Lesley Ellen (Wh); Wendy & Tony Theakston (G) 

 £8 Rachel Rodway  (C); Morag Montgomery (G); Gillian Powell (Co); Dorothy Forsyth (As) 

 £7 C&E Hoy (Wi); Sue Smith (P); Janette&Dickon; Wendy Graham (Wi) 

 

 £12 Howard Quinn (P); Albert Walton (G); Kate Telford (Wi); Simon Jackson (Co) 

 £10 Lesley Coan (Wh); Simon Challands (G);  Anne East (C); Phyllis James (C) 

 £8 Nick Tithecott (P); Harry Whittaker (C); Mary Huntington (Wi); Ken Twentyman (P) 

 £7 Lucy Sutton (Wh); Elizabeth Szandurski (As); Mark Cubey (Co); Helen Speight (W) 

 

 2008 AGM PRIZE WINNERS 

 £20 Mike Allison (L); Allan Ellison (G); Appleby Ringers 

 £12 Vic Hastewell (As); Gordon Gray (He); Charles Thornton (P); Alma Gray (As) 

 £10 Owen Northwood (C); Nick Tithecott (P); Margaret Boumphrey (C); Champa Sadler (C) 

 £8 Amy Coan (K); Wendy Graham (Wi); Mary Dodd (I); Pat Evans (W) 

 £7 Wendy Colclough (L); Phyllis James (C); Ian&Claire (G); Henderson R. Dodd (I) 
 
Key:    Appleby(A);  Aspatria(As); Cathedral(C); Cockermouth(Co);  Greystoke(G);  Hensingham(He);  Irton(I);  Keswick(K);  Lazonby & Gt. Salkeld(L); 

Penrith(P);  Shap(S);  Whitehaven(Wh);  Wigton(Wi);  Workington(W). 

The Central Council Meeting for 2008 held at Newcastle on Tyne was attended by Wendy Graham and John 

Proudfoot. Wendy took over from Mary Snape who during her term of office has been very active within The 

Tower Stewardship Committee, we thank her very much for that. Wendy has already been elected to serve on 

The Education Committee and expressed an interest in others. Well done! Further information about the work 

of committees and future meetings is available at   www.cccbr.org.uk 

 John Proudfoot 



Shirley Batey was a driving force 

in the resumption of ringing at 

Hensingham. We were sorry to 

hear of her death. She loved the 

bells and still loved to listen to 

them when, through ill health, 

she could no longer ring with us. 

She was well loved and is missed 

by us all. 

    Following a private interment, 

there was a service of celebration 

of Shirley's life at 11:00 on 

Thursday 1st. May 2008. The 

bells were rung before the ser-

vice and rang unmuffled at the 

request of the family. Shirley 

made it known that we shouldn't 

ring half-muffled for her when 

she died. The family were able to 

listen to the bells as they made 

their way from the cemetery at 

Hensingham down to St John's 

church for the service of thanks-

giving. Shirley's son in law Rob 

took a major part in the service, 

telling us of Shirley's life and 

giving us all a smile as we re-

membered her. 

    There was no shortage of ring-

ers to ring for Shirley. Thank you 

to Emily (who rang Shirley's fa-

vourite bell, the 4th), Geoff, Al-

ison, Ken, Mark, Gillian, Tim 

and Gordon. Also to Eleanor, 

Dave, and June who also were 

available to ring. 

Shirley Batey 

Notices 

Shirley at Hensingham with the 

Striking Competition shield 

Training Day 

The Training Day has been post-

poned until February 2009. The 

diary for November 2008, when it 

had been proposed to hold the 

event, was becoming impossibly 

full so the Committee made the 

decision to move to a less busy, 

post Christmas, period. Watch for 

the application forms coming to 

your tower! We hope there will be 

plenty of pupils and also plenty of 

helpers again this time. 

Flookburgh 

The ring of six bells at Flook-

burgh in South Cumbria, is about 

to be augmented to eight. While 

not affiliated to the CDG, St John 

the Baptist is within the Carlisle 

Diocese. 

Surprise Practices 

The Surprise practices, organised by Nick Tithecott continue to be very useful. Nick says, “I look forward to see-

ing the ‘regulars’ regularly, and the less regular more frequently in the coming months - it's a great way to re-

vise what you once could ring, ring what you've never rung before, or just ring what you'd not normally have 

the opportunity to.  So, the plea is for lots of attendees, some new faces, and continuing success.” 

Here is a reminder of the coming dates 

 

23 August, 4 - 5.30 Wigton  Kent and Bristol 

27 Sept, 3.50 - 5.25 Cathedral Rutland Major and Cambridge Royal 

25 Oct, 4 - 5.30  Penrith  Spliced Cambridge, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and Rutland 

29 Nov, 4 - 5.30  Keswick Superlative 

24 Jan, 4 - 5.30  Penrith  Glasgow (as well as Cambridge etc) 

Guild Dinner 

The Dinner is booked for the 11 

October 2008 at the Castle Inn, 

Bassenthwaite. The speaker will 

be Simon Woof from the Lanca-

shire Association. We were very 

well catered for at the Castle Inn 

last year, at very short notice. We 

look forward to being there again. 

The Ringing Roadshow 

Fri 5th and Sat 6th September 2008 

at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire.  

Tickets are now available at £6 

each, if you get them in advance, or 

£8 on the day. It should be a good 

day out for all ringers. 

www.ringingroadshow2008.org.uk 

Guild members and 

friends enjoying the 

Ceilidh which was held at 

All Saints Hall, Cocker-

mouth in February.  


